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From the New-York Gospel Herald. 


Another Excommunication. 


The following account of the excommunication of 
Mrs. Horton from the communion of the Presbyterian 
Church in Southold, (L, I.) will be read with interest. 
The fact of their having expelled her, without notice 
being given her of the time, and their refusal to read 
ner Letter to the Church, proves them to be afraid to 
come * to the light, lest their deeds should be repro- 
ved.” 

To the Pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Southold. 
and likewise the Church in general. 

Dear BRETHREN AND SISTERS, 

I think I can with propriety use this language, al- 
though | am excluded from your society. For the 
prophet says, ** Have we not allone Father? Hath 
not one God created I think, if God is the 
Tather of ell, then all mankind are brethren. 
put a few days since I heard that you had rejected me 
I had previously requested that you 
would let me know the duy that I was to be excom- 
municated, that | might be present ; but this was de- 
aied me, for | never heard Of it until some weeks after 
it was done. 


us ??? 


isa heretic. 


And J do now, upon reflection, feel it to 
be my duty, to give you a brief summary of the lead- 
iug sentiments of the stigmatized and persecuted doc- 
trine that | betieve and rejoice in. 

I believe in the Great First Cause, who is self-exis- 
tent, and independent ; and who is the essence of per- 
iection : who is the Father of our spirits, and the for- 
mer of our bodies. Who rules with uncontrolable 
sway in all his wide domains; whose name and nature 
is Love. believe that God made man, and placed 
him in the garden of Eden, in a state of innocence ;— 
that man sinned and fell from that state of primeval 
rectitude, in which his Creator placed or formed him; 
but although this was the case, God, in that early pe- 
riod of time, promised a Saviour. 1 therefore believe, 
* As by the offence of one, judgment came upon all 
men unto condemnation, even so by the righteousness 
of one, the free gift came upon at! unto justification of 
hfe. That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so 


might grace rejen through righteousness unto eternal | 
That, as * by man | 


life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
came death, by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead. For as in Adam ail die, eren so in Christ shal! 
all be made alive.* The apostle says, that “ Jesus 
was delivered for our offences, and rose again for our 
justification.” That ** God so luved the world that he 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins, and not 
fr ours Only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 
that “ Jesus Christ, by the erace of God, tasted death 
forevery man.” That he is the “¢ Saviour of all men, 
specially of those that believe.” That the Son of 
God was “ made under the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law ;? and that he has fulfilled every 


Jot and tittle of the law, and answered all its demands. 


Shat the great Jehovah has ** eworn by h imself, that 
tint } 
"nto him every knee shall bow. and every tongue shall 


swe; at i . sin : - 
a", that in the Lord they huve righteousness and) versal iove, charity, and benevoience take possession | 


sifength, 


All this | sincerely believe with my whole heart ;— 


and, furthermore, I believe that not one of the purpo- 


rae y ‘ ea ' — d , 
es of God will fail of their acoomplishment ; 
= 


; and the 


It is | 


apostle tells us, that God ** purposed ia himself, that 
in the dispensation of the fulness of time, he might 
gather together in one, all things in Christ.» And I 
believe he will do it, for “he is not man,that he should 
lie, nor the son of man that he should repent.» He 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will ; 
and the scriptures expressly declare “it is his will that 
all should be saved and come to the knowledge of: the 
truth.” I donot believe any more than yourselves, 
that any one can be saved in sin and unbelief; bat it 
is written, ** They shall all be taught of God ;” con- 
sequently, they will all come to Christ; and he as- 
sures us, that “‘ he that comes to him he will in no 
wise cast out.” 





When I was at the church meeting, it was asked 
,; me, by one of the brethren, whether I got my doctrine 
‘from the Bible, or some other book? My answer was, 
, that I saw it in the Bible before I read any other book 
;on the subject. IJ can tell you, that for two years pre- 
_vious to my publicly declaring that I believed Christ 
‘to be saviour of the world, there were some things in 
| the Bible that I could not reconcile with the doctrine 
I had given my assent to; such as these—that God 
| hath no pleasure in the death of the sinner ; that it is 
his will that all should be saved,&c. I believed then,as 
_I do now, that God was unchangeable, and his will 
}unalterable. Therefore, the concluston that I drew 
| was, that if it was God’s will, he certainly would ef- 
‘fect it in his own way and time. For me,! felt wil- 
ling it should be so; but | was willing to say nothing 
about it ; but when the Lord made it clear to my un- 
dersianding, and I felt the spirit of God witnessing 
with my spirit, it was then the Lord made me willing 
to be called an Universalist / I can appeal to my God 
that he knows with what sincere devotion | poured out 
my soul to him daily and hourly, beseeching him to lead 
me into all truth. He knew that ‘ruth was the object 
I was in pursuit of. I could not have felt more anx- 
ious if my life had been at stake. Therefore, 1 be- 
sought our heavenly Father, that he would not sufr 
fer me to believe an error. Thatif it was an error, 
I might be convinced of it immediately ; and if it was 
truth, 1 might believe it, and be willing te bear the 
reproach consequent upon believing. ‘* For therefore, 
we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust, 
in the living God, who is the Saviour of alimen,” &c. 
I was brought into that frame, that | was willing to be 
‘counted as the offscouring of the earth, for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. 

At the time when you prohibited me from your com- 
munion, my heart was uncommonly penetrated with a 
sense of the goodness of God increation, preservation, 
and redemption. My heart seemed melted down with 
love and gratitude to the Saviour of the world, that 
he had not only redeemed a part, or the elect, but that 
he redeemed the whole worid of mankind, and would 
| fit and prepare them for the abodes of blessedness.— 
For ** God was in Christ reconciling the world [not the 
alect} unto himself.” 
notiung but love io the church. But, because n 


Ican sincerely say, that J] felt 
» love 
was not confined to them only, | must not be permit- 
ted to remain in their society. As se0n as my views 
becan to expand, my heart to be enlarged, and uni- 


of my breast, I mast no longer remain one of youl 
number. I could no! be permitted to come to the ta- 
bie of the Lord, to commenimorate the dying love of 
me then. 


my Gearredeemer. It seemed hard to 








have sworn by myself,” &c. 
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felt as if I had, through the merits of my Saviour, as 
good a right to the communion table as any of you.— 
I felt as if I had not done any thing worthy of suspen- 
sion. I therefore felt as if the church, or those that 
were concerned init, had done very wrong, and the 
church would not prosper. And now, you have en- 
tirely rejected me. What is it for? answer: It is 
for belicving the oath of Jehovah, when he says, “1 _ 
It is for believing the 
testimony of all God’s holy prophets : “* the restitution 
of all things ;°—and which must I believe ? the tes- 
timony of all God’s holy prophets ; or man, who testi- 
fies the reverse? God says, * he will make an end of © 
of sin, and destroy the devil and his works.” And 
when the devil and his works are destroyed, and an 
end made of sin, I cannot conceive that there can any 
thing remain to torment the offspring of God. It is cer- 
tain that sin and misery are cause and consequence.— 
When the cause is terminated,! think the consequence 
will no longer remain in existence. God says, “I will — 
not contend forever, neither will I be always wrath, 
for the spirit should fail before me and the souls I have 
made.’* Jt would be hlasphemy in the extreme for 
me to say, in contradiction to God, that he will contend 
forever ; that he will punish bis offending children 
through the wasteless ages of eternity, when he has 
said by the spirit of inspiration, that he “ doth not 
afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men: but 
if need be for their profit. I would wish to know what 
profit would result from the affliction to any one, if he 
were to endure it endlessly? I think this would be a 
contradiction in terms. 

Lowever, I believe the time is coming, when iacon- 
sistency shall cease ; when animosity shall be done 
away ; when * all the ends of the earth shall. remem- 
ber and turn to the Lord, and all the kindreds of the 
nations shall worship before him ;” when charity, that 
heavenly grace, the grace that isso little cultivated 
and so greatly needed, shall take possession of every 
heart ; when every rebelliows heart will be brought 
into sweet subjection to the Father of Spirits and live. 
In the full and firm belief of these eoul-satisfying truths, 
and likewise in the belief that, although you have 
severed the ties that bound us here on earth, we shall 
all meet in that world above, where there can be no 
separation ; where every faculty of our souls shall 
unite to celebrate the praises of the world’s Saviour, 

I subscribe myself your persecuted sister, “ 
BETHIAU HORTON, 

N. B. Itis my request that (his be read ‘before the 
Church. a 

Notc—Mrs. Horton's request has not been complied 
with. The Church, and Congregation also, will 
now have an opportunity to read the letter et their lei- 
sure. £D 
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Joseph a Type of Christ. 


I do not recollect any very setisfactory proof that 
the inspired writers considered Joseph a Type of 
Christ ; but there nevertheless appears to be consider- 


hle reason for accounting bun one.’ In poit of char- 


| acter and disposjtion, his resemblance to our Saviour 
}! is much more-entire than that of Moses, Jashbuc, or 
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isan almost perfect forsaking his Kindred, the ‘Jews, with whom he had 
representation, on a small scale, of the history of lived, and to whom, indeed, he had hitherto confined 
Christianity. ale bow ministry. Till after his resurrection, the gospel 
It is worthy of special notice; that, in the very par-/ was not preached to the Gentiles, either by himself 
ticular accouns which we have of his longt and event- or his disciples. Of himself he said, “ I am not sent 
ful life, there is not a solitary fault recorded. How but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel ; [Matt. 
few, even of the fathers or prophets, can, in this res- ‘xv. 24.] and when he, during his life-time, sent forth 


a Te 


David ; and as to his history, it 









that this affecting scene in Joseph's history, answers 
to the entire restoration of the Jews, which divine iq. 
spiration declares shall be effected, after ‘the salvation 
of all the Gentiles shall have been accomplished ; +] 
would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this 
mystery,’’ says St. Paul, ** that blindness in heart! has 
happened to Israel, nntil the fulness of the Gentiles be 





pect, so well represent him who was ‘ without sin”! the twelve to preach, he strictly charged them, say- 
Joseph, like Jesus Christ, was also ‘a man of sorrows, ing, ** Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into 
and acquainted with grief.» Inthe peculiar turn of any of the cities of the Samaritans enter ye «ong 
his disposition, too, he bore an uncommon resemblance | go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israe!.”°—— 


to the meek and compassionate Saviour. 
unassuming and affectionate as a child ; and he con- | the Jews were rejected, and the gospel was sent to the 
tinued so, under the cruelest persecutions and most Geutiles. me wis 

flagrant abuse. The determined malice of those he | Joseph was sold, a slave, in Fgypt. In his history, 
loved, never for a moment soured his feelings ; nor, the Egyptians may be considered as answering to the 
did the ingratitude of those he had obliged, discour- Gentiles in the history of Christianity. 





come in ; and so all Israe} shall be saved.” [Rom. xi, ° 
but | 25, 26.] 


God hath sworn by himself, that “ in the 
Lord shall all the seed of Israe} be justified, and shal! 


He was as [Matt. x. 5,6.] Soon after his resurrection, however, glory.” [Isaiah xlv. 25.] 


} 
; 


To conclude : Jacob's family was reméved into. E- 
gypt, and shared with all the Fgyptians in the bles. 
sings of Joseph’s administration; and both the Jew and 
the Gentile world shall at length be united ip one, 


They were | and all things gathered together in Jesus Christ, who 


age that goodness of heart which was constantly em- Aliens and strangers to Joseph ; and the scripture re- is the head of every man. He who gave himself a 
i] 


ployed in diffusing blessings around him. 
not discover, in this benevolent disposition, the image Commonwea 
of Him who“ went about doing good”—who prayed | nants of promise.” [Eph. ii. 12.] 
for his murderers, and finally “ gave himself a ransom! Notwithstanding he was in a state of slavery, Joseph 
for all’! was prospered in Egypt. He at length found so much 
But after all, it is in the respective histories of Jo- | favor in the sight of Potiphar, his master, that he was 
seph and of Christ, and in the circumstances of their | made overseer of the household. Christianity, too, 
lives, that the coincidence is the most wonderful. flourished in the Roman Empire, amid the most terri- 
We have already observed, that Joseph, like Christ, ble persecutions ; tillat length it rose into favor, and 
was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. Un- | the emperor himself became its convert. 
natural as it was, his own brethren were the authors But this season of prosperity was not, in either case, 
of his affliction. It was ‘hey who hated him, and con- | of long duration. By the licentiousness of his own pa- | 
spired to put him to death. And the same may be, troness, Joseph was soon covered with disgrace, and 
ebserved in the case of Jesus Christ : it was the Jews | cast into prison ; and the cause of genuine christianity | 
who hated and persecuted him during all his minis-| experienced a similar fate. Amidst its successes it| 
try, and finally crucified him; and the Jews were his _ was shamefully dishonoured and rejected, and then! 


own nation and kindred—his brethren according to the | inveterately persecuted, by the church itself. This 
flesh. | apostate church of Rome is aptly termed ‘* the moth- 


The causes of this hatred were, in both cases, simi-| er of harlots,”’ and ‘* the whore of Babylon.” 
lar. Joseph’s brethren hated him because of his}! We now behold Joseph in prison, among the out- 
dreams which foretold his exaltation and authority over casts of the Egyptian court ; and christianity, con- 
them. 








‘¢ Shalt thou indeed have dominion over us?” , demned by the Papal Church, taking up its abode 
said they. When they saw him coming over the with the anathematized sects of the Gentile world.— 
fields of Dothan to meet them, they said, one to anoth- | Among these, God extended its influence, ashe did 
er, “* Behold, this dreamer cometh. Come now, there- | that of Joseph over his fellow prisoners. But yet this 


Who does, presents the Gentiles as having been * aliens from the 
Ith of Israel, and strangers from the cove-| be satisfied. Amen. 


ransom for all, shall see of the travail of his soul, and 


Mancvrs, 
——E 0: 0 ae 
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To S. A.,S. of A., A. B.C & 


LAW AND TESTIMONY. 


Brethren, | have ** examined” your communications 
in the two laet numbers of Zion's Herald, viz. the 39th 
and 40th ; and I assure you, lam sorry to be under 


| the necessity of saying, that I discover little or none 


of the language of Zion in them; except the quota- 
tions of scripture, which are Loth altered and misap- 
plied. You seem todwell perpetually on the same 
thing ; and after all, say nothing about the matter in 
dispute. You notice again my first letter to Mr. Bal- 
lou. You appear to be angry that 1 should disprove 
any of your doctrines. I thought, some time ago, that 
you had exhausted your stock of anathemies, and that 
you had compared me to, and calied me every bad 


Hite.” The reader will scarcely need to’ be remi 





fore, and let us slay him and cast him into some pit ; 
and we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him ; 
and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” 
Their words plainly shew what the thorn was which 
rankled in their hearts. And the grudge, which the 
Jews bore against Christ, proceeded from a similar 
cause. They hated him on account of the prophetic 
and miraculous indications that he was born to rule 
over them—that he was their King and Messiah. 
This may be perceived from their conduct in the 
dreadful scene at Pilate’s judgment-hall and on Mount 
Calvary. When they had procured sentence against 
him, they arrayed him ina robe of royalty, crowned 
him, puta reed, for a sceptre, into his hands, and 
then bowed the knee in mockery, and cried, ‘ Hail, 
King of the Jews! They procured a superscription 
for the cross, to be placed over the head of the dying 
cufferer, ‘* this is Jesus, the King of the Jews ; and 
during his last agonies mocked him, saying, ‘* If he be 
‘he King of Israel, let him now come down from the 
cross, and we will believe him.” 








Tw considering the history of Joseph as a represent- 
ation of the history of Jesus Christ and his religion, 
we shall commence with the attempt of his brethren to 
slay him. This, including the scene that followed, 
in which they cast him into the pit, and dyed his gar- 
ment in blood, answers to the crucifixion of Christ ;— 
and the raising of Joseph from that pit which had been 
matended for his grave, answers to Christ’s deliverance 
from the bonds of death, and resurrection from the 
tomb. 


in the next stage of this history, we see, on the one 


hand, Joseph leaving his brethren,among whom he had 
wlways dwelt ; and on the other, Christ, in his gospel, 


period of adversity was long and gloomy. It seems, 
from the account, that Joseph remained in rrison for 


/seme years ; and it is certain that christianity groaned 


under the oppression of Antichrist, for more than nine 
centuries. 

The next change of the scene brings to view, on 
the one hand, Joseph’s release from prison, and subse- 
quent exaltation to authority; and on the ather, 
the deliverance of christianity from the thraldom 
of the Papal Power, and its gradual advancement to 
a commanding influence throughout the nations of the 
Gentiles. This event is one which the reader knows 
is not yet completed ; but its accomplishment is cer- 
tain, according to the sure word of prophecy. 


The prophecies also give us the assurance that ‘the 


fulness of the Gentiles shall come in ;” and that this 


shall take place before the Jews will be restored. This 
great and glorious event is strikingly represented in the 
history of Joseph, by his feeding the whole Egyptian 
nation, before his brethren came to apply for food. 


At length, however, the sons of Jacob themselves 
appeared, among the suppliants, before their injured 
brother. He gave them a supply for themselves and 
families. Again they came ; and he, whom they had 
sold into Egypt, now suddenly revealed himself to 
them, while he wept aloud from the fulness of his 
heart: ‘* 1 am Joseph,” said he ; “doth my father yet 
live? And his brethren could not answer him, for 
they were troubled at his presence. And Joseph said 
unto his brethren, Come near to me, 1 pray you; and 
they came near. And he said, 1 am Joseph your broth- 
er, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now, therefore, be not 
grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me 





hither; for God did send me before you to preserve 


and that you have now thought of the devil. Bes 
good as toturnto Matt. x. 24, 25, & 26. You may 


be assured that ! view with utter con/empf/ your seve- 
ral productions, 1 wish you to remember, however, 
that it is not you, but your writings that I view as 
contemptible. ‘The doctrine of universal benevolence, 
in the same proportion that it breathes ** peace and 
good will” to mankind, contemns that anti-christian 
spirit and practice, which is the sole cause of their 
misery. I cannot persuade myself to believe, fora 
single moment, that the candid and dispassionate part 
of the methodist society will approve of your writings ; 
nay, I believe that they will hold them jin the same 
abhorrence that I do. You scribble as though you had 
a bad cause to defend. I shall not trouble the readers 
of the Magazine with many extracts from your pieces. 
One of you says, ** Independence is my motto; with 
fortitude and courage I| go forth to victory. 1 solemn- 
ly attest I have heard such conversation.”—“t One on 
my right hand says, ‘ we will have the truth preached, 
I am d**** if we don’t.’ Another acknowledged (not- 
withstanding he believes in universalism) that he nev- 
er read any subject on religion ; and another, three 
parts staring, already muffled in speech, says Mr. —— 
is the preacher I want to hear, because he says, “* all 
men shall be saved,” and that is in the Bible.” With 
fortitude and courage you go forth to victory ; oF rath- 
er have gone forth to victory. Courageous ‘* man” 
what hast thou conquered ? “I solemnly attest I have 
heard such conversation.» Because thou hadst no 
proof of thy assertion, thou hast sworn by thyself, be- 
cause thou didst swear by none greater !! Much of 
your composition is unintelligible. What you mean by 
“three parts staring already mulled in speech,” is 





thing you could think of ; but it scems you had not, , 
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best known to yourself. Irepeat my former advice, 
yi2. you had better let grog-shops alone. You say 
you visit them to obtain the necessaries of life. Do} 
you call ardent spirits ‘retailed at grog-shops, the neces-_ 
earies of life? Ifso,I must differ from you. It is a 
ity that thy ability does not equal thy courage ; then | 


ae thou wouldst do more alone than is now done | 


py the united geal of thy five brethren and thy own.—| 
You are not yet satisfied respecting supernatural con- 

versions. If God displays his power, it is done in cause | 
and effect. Even those conversions made by theatrical 
gestures and bombastical declamations are not supernat- 
ural. If you are pleased with episcopacy you are wel- 
come to its blessings. You ought to know, however, 
that Mr. Wesley considered the office of fan Elder and 
Bishop the same ; and that a majority of the preach- 
ers at the last General Conference, were opposed to 
the episcopacy of your Church in its present form, and 
that it has always been a bone of contention among 
you, and probably always will be, till it is destroyed. 
Your scripture quotations, designed to prove infinite 
and yicarious atonement, prove nothing more or less 
than the doctrine of universal benevolence. As to de- 


us that we must hate him—you cannot think we are 
to be blamed for it: Iam sorry you have no better 
yiews o his character. You cannot cease to compare 
me to the devil, for believing in one God. “ The 
devils,” you say, ** believe and tremble.’ I do not 
know how many Gods you believe in --ifin THREE, you 
and the devils are not of the same belief--if in onE, I do 
not see why you may not be compared to them as well 
as myself. J hope if you are “‘ gentlemen” and chris. 
fians, you will look over what you have written tome, 
and see if you can find in it the spirit of that MAN, 


who said ** Father forgive them,” and who taught us to | 


“ bless and curse not.” You say, in one of your para- 
graphs, I mean to come to the point without fearing 
your slander, or regarding your disposition, to injure 





me or our society.» Now, dear sirs, if you think I 
possess a disposition to injure you, or your society, you , 
are mistaken. I wish you nothing but happiness. I} 
certainly despise much that you have written ; but 1! 
forgive you the many ungenerous things yeu have said 
tome and about me. The questions you propose do | 
not seem to have emanated from a very good spirit ;-- | 
bat I will endeavour to answer them to your satisfac- 
tion. 

“First,” you say, “* Had you any doubt in your; 
mind, as it respects our sentiments, previous to your 
joining the travelling connexion ; if you had, why did 
you not speak the fruth in answer to questions put to) 
you at thattime ?? Answer—I had doubts respecting | 
the doctrine of endless misery ; but was not firmly es- 
tablished in the belief, of the final holiness and hap- 
piness of at] men. 2. I did speak the TRUTH in answer 
to every question put to me at that time, and at all 
tines when questioned on the subject. It has been 
known for years by some of the most respectable 
preachers in the Methodist Church that I had my 
doudts respecting endless misery. ‘As long as there 
was any prospect of my being satisfied of the fruth of 
the doctrines of your Church, I thought it my duty to 
remain.” IT shold have no objection, on my own ac- 
count, to giving you the conversation, and the names 
of those with whom J have conversed on the subject 
of endless misery, and other points, previous to my 
leaving your Church. If, however, you will call on 
me in private, you shall have their names and the 
Conversation ; and, with their consent, may make it as 
public as you please. 

“2. If these doubts arose in your mind in the inter- 
vals of conference, and you became established in sen- 
timent, why did you tell me you meant to take an ap- 
pointment from the Conference, and why did you pro- 
ceed on your way for that purpose ?” 

Ans. I do not know what Conference you mean— 
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preachers—of course I could never have been ques- 
tioned by them at any other'than the local preacher’s. 
If you are William Granville, I had some conversa- 
tion with you, respecting taking an appointment from 
the conference last spring ; but when you questioned 
me about it, 1 never told you any thing more than 
that I did not know but J should go to the Conference 
and take anappointment. I did not tell you I should 
—I had not then determined what course I should 
take. The reason I was undetermined was because | 


| did not believe all your doctrines. 


‘“* 3. Why did you wish to have such an appoint- 
ment—was it that you might disseminate among them 
your belief ; would you not, in this, have been an im- 
postor ?”? 

Ans. If you have reference to the last annual con- 
ference, I did not wish such an appointment, but re- 
quested a dismission. 

“4. Are you not sensible that your gift among them 
was never acceptable, and that in many cases it was 
said and, a poor case too.” 


Ans. I am sensible that! never had enough enthn- 


pravity, ifyou think our heavenly Father has so made | siasm to please many of them ; but I am not sensible 


that any other fault was ever found with my preach- 
ing. On the contrary,many of the experienced preach- 
ers have told me frequently that I lacked nothing but 
zEAL. I! presume they think now, however, that I 
have ZEAL enough. Let metell you,that it ill becomes 
you, since I have left you, to represent meas ignor- 
ant and unacceptable. Those with whom I have the 
honor of being now associated, will probably judge 
of the correctness of your statements. 

** 5. Why did you wait till after the sitting of the 
Conference, to see the result of their meeting, before 
you made an application to Mr. Ballou?” 

Ans. I did not know the result of the Conference 
when | wrote to Mr. Ballou ; nor till about two weeks 
after. One of the aged preachers, knowing my senti- 
ments, advised me to ask a dismission ; and accord- 


ingly I wrote to the Conference to have my name 


dropt from the minutes. I preached to the Universal- 
ist Society in Plymouth at the very time the Confer- 
ence was silling. Does this look much like waiting to 
know, or caring any thing about the result of their 
deliberations? I should not have written for a dis- 
mission if 1 had not been advised. If they had dropt 
my name without my requesting it, it would not have 
been on fhe account of my moral or religious character, 


‘but for not complying with their rules. 


‘* 6. Does it not appear that you was as ready to 
preach methodism as universalism, so that you could 
be a preacher /”” 


Ans. I presume it is well known t« you and thous- 
ands of others, that there was nothing to prevent my 
preaching methodism but the want of a disposition on 
my part. I never put myself forward to preach while 
I was among you, but have refused many invitations. 
You say you ** sent” me “ on to a circuit last year” — 
“‘ but”? I ** went not to the work.”” Whose fault was 
it that I did not preach methodism, if you gave mea 
station and I did not accept it? 

You close by directing my attention to Acts 13, 10: 
You are directed to I. Corinthians, 13th chapter: like- 
wise Matt. v. 9. 22, 37. . 

You are desired to read attentively a piece in the 
40th number of the Herald, headed ** Hints on Reli- 
gious Controversy ; and by my request republished 
in'the Magazine. 1 am willing to discuss any reli- 
gious subject with you ; but I cannot consent to an- 
swer any of your future communications, unless you 
write in a different spirit. J take my leave of you by 
wishing you the enjoyment of the blessings of that 
gospel which is “* good tidings of great joy to all peo- 
ple ;-and by subscribing myself yours most affection- 


ately, 
‘E..CASE, Jr. 





Fnever attended any Conference of the travelling 
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From Zion's Herald. 


Hints on Religious Controversy. 


1. Consider “ the truth” as worth the labour of search’ 
and discussion. To find out and make known the truth: 
should be the object. It is mere cant to lament over 
the proper discussion of important and interesting sub- 
jects, for how else is the truth to be elicited? 

2. Consider that some truths are more important than 
others. It may be wise in general, it must be our duty 
in particular instances, to avoid the discussion of min- 
or topics. The passion and zeal of men are generally ex- 
cited in an inverse ratio to the clearness and importance 
of the subject. eae 

3. There are times when all controversy must be 
waved. There are persons with whom it is worse than 
idle to reason. To know what occasions and what char-- 
acters are thus unsuited to discussions of this nature is: 
a valuable endowment. The enemies of religion re- 
joice when a Christian mistakes in these things. | 

4. The subjects most worthy of your zeal and labor 
are those which will commonly be most briefly despatch- 
ed. Much therefore it is not best to say at once. — 

5. Remember that the passions have nothing to de- 
in this case. They only do harm when suffered to have 
any influence. They warp our judgment, they distort 
the subject, they alienate our antagonist, they disgust 
all who are witnesses, they block up the way to trutl+ 
and conviction on both sides. 

6 No truly pious man can reconcile it to himself to 
urge any argument which does not convince his own 
mind. A christian reasoner should be willing, the in- 
stant a flaw is pointed ont in any of his arguments, to 
lay it aside, just as he who is building rejects every 
piece of timber in which a defect is found as unfit foe 
his purpose. 

7 Satire, invective, clamour, ridicule, sneers, con; 
temptuous expressions towards an antagonist are un- 
justifiable for many reasons. They are as fit and as 
likely to be employed in a bad as a good cause. They 
are too often proofs of a bad state of present feeling, 
if not of a want of true religion. They never pro- 
duce any good effect ; but while they cherish pride in. 
him who uses them, they provoke him against whom: 
they are aimed. Even of pleasantry, not in itself of- 
fensive to our opponent, it may be doubted whether it 
be suited to the proper end of religious discussion, To 
relieve a dry argument in this way may appear, occa- 
sionally, not amiss; the danger is, that a step farther 
may be taken almost unconsciously, and satire and 
ridicule introduced. To triumph, when we suppose a 
victory gained is weak aud wicked ; yet both sides 
often triumph. 

8. Put no confidence, at the outset, in your ability 
to convince your antagonist. If you feel such a con- 
fidence, you know nothing of human nature. Be not 
sure, that you are willing yourself to be convinced.— 
You may think you are, and you ought to be so; but 
perhaps a short experiment may prove the contrary,. 
and still you may never suspect the truth. Conviction: 
is seldom the direct effect of disputing ; it is more fre-- 
quently produced by the reflection and study to which: 
candid discussion excites a fair mind. 

9. Be not solicitous to reply to every thing that is 
said.. The best answer is often silence. I donot mean- 
the silence of contempt. He who shows contempt. 
will not convince ; be is too proud and ‘selfish to wish: 
to convince ; and while, perhaps, he despises. others: 
as ignorant, proves by this behaviour the suprete lit-- 
tleness of bis own soul. To make your opponent look. 
or fee! unpleasantly, or to confute him, should not be: 
your object at all. Some errors, however, (nod pers 
sons) are tobe treated with contempt. 

10. Never consent to engage in an argument unless: 
your antagonist will agree with you on some common: 
principles to set. out upon. All reasoning otherwise is 
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vainer than the whistling of the winds. Your terms 
also should be strictly defined, and both parties should 
adhere conscientiously to the definitions. If you are 
on the right side, this-will be’ your best policy, as hon- 
esty always is. If not, it will tend much to open your 
eyes. ’ 

11. When the discusssion is over, reflect calmly and 
candidly. 4f you are then satisfied that you are 
wrong, acknowledge it, and feel indebted to him who 
was the means of bringing you to see your error, and 
above all, to God for enlightening your mind in this 
raanner. 


Pee a ee eee 
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.THE LAST MAN. 


WRITTEN BY T. CAMPBELL. 


All worldly shapes shall melt in gloom, 
The sun himself must die, 

Before this mortal shall assume 
Its immortality ! 

I saw a vision in my sleep, 

That gave my spirit strength to sweep 
Adown the gulf of Time! 

I saw the last of human mould, 

That shall creation’s death behold, 

"As Adam saw her prime! 


The Sun’s eye had a sickly glare, 
The Earth with age was wan, 

The skeletons of nations were 
Around that lonely man ! 

Some had expir’d in fight—the brands 

Still rusted in their bony hands ; 
In plague and famine some ! 

Earths cities had no sound nor tread, 

And ships were drifting with the dead 
To shores where all was dumb. 


Yet, prophet like, that lone one stood, 
With dauntless words and high, 
That shook the sere leaves from the wood, 
As if a storm pass’d by, 
Saying, we are twins in death, proud Sun, 
Thy face is cold, thy race is run, 
°Tis mercy bids thee go. 
For thou ten thousand thousand years 
Hast seen the tide of human tears, 
That shall no longer flow. 


What though beneath thee man put forth, 
His pomp, his pride, his skill ; 

And arts that made fire, flood, and earth, 
The vassals of his will ;— 

Yet mourn I not thy parted sway, 

Thou dim discrowned king of day : 
For all those trophied arts 

And triumphs that beneath thee -sprang, 

Heal’d not a passion or a pang 
Entail’d on buman hearts. 


Go, let oblivion’s curtain fall 
Upon the stage ef men, 
Nor with thy rising beams recal 
Life’s tragedy again. 
Its piteous pageants bring not back, 
Nor waken flesh, upon the rack’ 
Of pain anew to writhe ; 
Stretch’d in disease’s shapes abhorr’d, 
Or mown in battle by the sword, 
Like grass beneath the scythe. | 


Fv'’n | am weary in yon skies 
To watch thy fading fira + 


| do the scriptures speak of evil? Was not the deed 


Test of all sumless agonies, 
Behold not me expire. 
My lips that speak thy dirge of death-~ 
Their rounded gasp and gurgling breath 
To see thou shalt not boast. 
The eclipse of Nature spreads my pall-—' 
The majesty of darkness shall 
Receive my parting ghost ! 


This spirit shall return to him 
That gave its heavenly spark ; 

Yet think not, Sun, it shall be dim 
When thou thyselfart dark ! 

No! it shall live again, and shine 

In bliss unknown to beams of thine, 
By Him recall’d to breath, 

Who captive led captivity, 

Who robb’d the grave of Victory— 
And took the sting from Death! 


Go, Sun, while Mercy holds me up 
On Nature’s awful waste 
To drink this last and bitter cup 
Of grief that man shall taste— 
Go, tell the night that hides thy face 
Thou saw’st the last of Adam’s race, 
On earth’s sepulchral clod, 
The dark’ning universe defy 
To quench his immortality, 
Or shake his trust in God ! 
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Reply to “ A Necessarian.” 


You ask, “ can that be justly called an evil which, 
\in the result,produces a lasting and permanent good?” 
You seem to think this would be unjust or improper; 
| as your second question indicates. You say—* if not, : 
| why give any occurrence in time the appellation of 
evil, which appears ever so odious in its nature, when 
it is believed beyond a single doubt, that God, who 
permits it so to be, has designed, in infinite wisdom 
and mercy, to produce therefrom real and substantial 
good?” TI retort your question, and ask why an odi- 
ous occurrence may not be called evil, although it 
may eventuate in good? Why not call felony, robbe- 
ry, and murders ev7l, although God may cause that 
such occurrences shall produce good? Would you 
consider yourself as talking properly, if you were cal- 
led toconverse with a man who had maliciously im- 
brued his hands in the blood of his neighbour, if you 
should tell him he had done a good deed, because 
; God had designed that all events shall produce real 
| and substantial good? Are we obliged, if we would 
speak properly, to give to all causes the same appella- 
tion we attach to their consequences? Shall we, in 
| order to confine ourselves within the bounds of pro- 
| priety, call all instruments by the name given to the 
work performed by them? Shall we refuse to give 
the appellation of poison to hemlock, because it is 
sometimes productive of salutary consequences? Or 
may We not give the name of poison to hemlock al- 
though it may produce good? Yes; for it will make 
well persons sick. Now we may call odious works 
evil with propriety, as they have brought on men all 
their moral diseases ; although these very werks may, 
in the hand of God, be productive of real good. You 
say again, ‘“*it appears impossible to me that it is prop- 
er, tn any sense, to call that evil,” &c. In what sense 





of Joseph’s brethren, as it related to them, evil? Ifa 


“ degree of light” has been cast on this subject, your 
request has been answered. 











friend to Propriety. 
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Important Hint. 

But the wisdom that is from above, is first pure, then 
peaceable, geitle, easy to be intreated, full of mer- 
cy and good fruits, without partiality, and withoy 
hypocrisy. James iii. 17. 


If this passage conveys to our understanding a cop. 
rect seutiment, we would propose the following ques- 
tions: What was the wisdom which actuated the 
Scribes and Pharisees when they derided our Saviour 
for being a guest with publicans 4nd sinners? What 
wisdom is that which now actuates many zealous . 
christians who contend that it would be unjust for all 
men to be made happy in the future world? Or ac. 
cording to what we are taught by partial doctrines, 
who was the first advocate for eternal misery? If we 
have been able to learn from those who would per- 
suade us of the truth of this sentiment, “ the father of 
lies” isthe champion in this case ; and take away the 
vulgar notion of the devil, and eternal misery goes 
with it. 

The sentiment taught in our theological schoolsjand 
disseminated in our sanctuaries, gives us to understand 
that the devil is in the use of all his wily, satanic arts 
to tempt, and cause men to sin, that he may be grati- 
fied in inflicting on them endless woe: It is evident, 
then, that the wisdom of the devil is opposed to the 
wisdom of God, by the passage that heads these re- 
marks. ‘* The wisdom from above (or of God) is full 
of mercy and good fruits... Now the wisdom of the 
devil is void of mercy, and destitute of geod fruits. — 
Preceding our text, his wisdom is called “+ earthly,sen- 
sual, devilish.’ If the devil’s wisdom is in favor of 
endless misery, it rather seems to us, if men should ey- 
er preach eternal misery, they would preach the wis- 
dom of the devil! If the devil be as artful as we have 
been informed,he needs no assistance in making his wis- 
dom successful; and do any of our fellowmen look favor- 
bly to this wisdom, we would just suggest to them the 
propriety of abandoning the cause of the adversary, 
and thenceforth they would be better employed in pro- 
mulgating ** the wisdom that is from above.”? What- 
ever is impure, unpeaceable, ungentle, not easy to be 
intreated, without mercy and good fruits, is chargea- 
ble toa wisdom which cometh not from above ; there- 
fore let us beware of the doctrine that breathes out 
threatenings, and wrath without mercy, towards the 
children of men. 

If we maintain the faith of universal grace, we shall 
war with the wisdom’ which coptends for unceasing 
torments ; but do we use * the sword of the spirit, 
which is the word of God,’ we shall see this wisdom 
sinking to the shades of oblivion; and when death, 
and he that hath the power thereof, shall be destroyed, 
the wisdom of the adversary will find a termination. 

B. W. 





(<r “ Richards” in reply to ** Berean ? next week. 











| NOR sale at this office, a few copies of Rev. Hosea 
Ballou’s ** Notes on the Parables.”»—Price $1. 


A few copies of Rev. H Ballou’s**Treatise on Atone- 
ment.””—Price $1. 


A few copies of Rev. A.Kneeland’s Translation of the 
New Testament, according to Griesbach,—Price of the 
Greek alone, $3; Greek and English, (2 vols.) $43 
English alone, $1 50. 


Also, Rey. H. Ballou’s Series of Letters, in defence of 
divine Revelation.—Price one dollar. 


A Review of a Pamphet entitled, *‘ The doctrine of 
the immediate happiness of all men, at the article 
death, examined in a Letter to a friend,” by Charles 
Hudson. By ‘Thomas Whittemore.— -Price 12 1-2 
cents single. . 

















